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Preschool News – November 2019 
 

St. John’s Lutheran School 

Early Childhood Program 

3511 Jeffco Blvd.  Arnold, Mo 63010 

www.stjohnsarnold.org   636-464-7303 ext. 119 

 What have we been learning in November? 

Preschool 2 Class – 

The class transitioned its learning 

from Halloween to fall and harvest. 

They explored Leaves, Turkeys, 

and Cooler Weather. 

The room was re-arranged to 

make room for a bigger science 

area and a larger group area for 

rocker chairs and dancing! They 

are rockin’ the Letter Sounds song 

and Slippery Fish.  

The class has added a STEM table 

with new materials for building and 

creating as well as more resources 

around the class for learning 

letters. 

In Math, we are assessing shapes 

and counting and introducing 

patterns. 

In our Social-Emotional curriculum, 

we have spent the last four weeks 

looking closer at emotions.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

November 26th 

Chapel Chat – 8:45 a.m. 

November 27th – 29th  

No School – Thanksgiving Break 

December 12th  

Fred bird/Cardinals Assembly              

10:00 a.m. 

December 13th, 14th, & 15th 

SJL Christmas Production 

December 18th 

Preschool Christmas Program 

8:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

December 20th 

Noon Dismissal 

December 23rd – January 3rd 

No School – Christmas Break 

January 6th 

First Day back for 2nd semester 
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Preschool 3 Class –  

The class made the transition 

from Halloween to fall and 

harvest. There was 

exploration of leaves, acorns, 

scarecrows, pumpkins, and 

farms. The current topic is 

Thanksgiving Dinner. The 

class has been cooking new 

foods and making a class 

cookbook.  

The cooler weather has brought 

opportunities to work on getting 

on hats, gloves and coats. The 

class is also learning to open 

milk cartons and bags with a 

“pinch, pinch, pull” method.  

Literacy skills have focused on 

filling out charts and identifying 

names.  

Math skills have been 

sequencing pictures to show first 

and second, taking turns in 

games, and exploring STEM 

manipulatives. 

Finger plays about 5 Little 

Monkeys and 5 Little Sheep 

have also been popular at circle 

time this month. 

 The class is still very into dogs and puppies. If you 

have a dog in your family that you would be willing to 

bring in for a visit, the class would LOVE to welcome you and your 

furry friend. You can schedule this with Ms. Bolstad.  

 

How can I make a smooth 

transition to mealtime?  

Busy and active young 

children often don’t want to sit 

and eat, so allow sometime 

between high-energy 

activities and mealtimes. A 

calm transition to meals 

slows children down and 

helps them get ready to eat. 

Try some activities to help 

children slow down, such as 

coloring or drawing, playing 

with blocks, listening to soft 

music, reading a story, talking 

about the meal, or preparing 

and setting the table  

Tell children a few minutes 

ahead of time that it will soon 

be time to eat.  

Turn off any electronic 

devices and keep them 

turned off during mealtime. 

 Use handwashing as the first 

step of the meal. This will 

also encourage good 

hygiene. 

 

Three-year-olds are learning 

to use their hands. They can 

help with pouring liquids into 

a bowl, mixing ingredients 

such as batter (use an extra-

large bowl to contain mess). 

They can also spread soft 

spreads, such as hummus or 

peanut butter, on firm bread. 

Knead dough, rinse fruits and 

vegetables and wrap 

potatoes in foil for baking. 
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Preschool 4 Class– Half Day  

Mrs. Casten’s class 

transitioned from learning 

about farms to 

investigations of fall and 

harvest. The took a few 

nature walks around 

campus to identify changes 

in the season, sights, 

smells and weather for Fall, 

and did many fun 

experiments with pumpkins 

and leaves. They worked 

on creating scarecrows, 

and had many fun new fall 

books in the new listening 

center. They have been working on more math 

concepts, phonics work, and dictating sequence 

stories about “How to cook a turkey.” They are also 

preparing a reader’s theatre to perform for their 

families before the Thanksgiving break. 

 

Mark your calendar… 

 

 Preschool 4 – Full Day 

Preschool 4 – Mrs. Auer 

 

 

 

  

 

Storytelling is a 
fundamental human 

endeavor. We tell stories to 
share information, impart 
lessons and keep loved 
ones informed about our 

days. Teachers take 
advantage of children’s love 
of hearing and desire to tell 

stories. They use 
storytelling to promote 

children’s cognitive and 
literacy development; 
storytelling provides a 

critical bridge between the 
oral language of early 

childhood and the more 
mature language of reading 

and writing. 

Story acting brings 
children’s ideas to the 

group. It gives a compelling 
reason for children’s 

storytelling, celebrates 
children’s ideas and 

provides an opportunity for 
the class to create meaning 

around a text of great 
interest. 

Help your child figure out 
actions or motions to go 
along with their favorite 

stories.  

 

Our preschool classes will be 

presenting: 

Come to Bethlehem and 

See  

 Wednesday, December 18th for 

the SJL Advent services at 8:30 

a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Please watch 

for more information coming 

home after the Thanksgiving 

Break. 
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      Preschool 4 Class – 

In this group, the 

learning shifted to trees 

and leaves in 

November. We did more 

with sorting, classifying, 

and breaking items 

down into parts when 

we draw them. We set 

out to answer questions 

like, “Do all trees 

change colors?” and 

“How tall is the tallest 

tree?” 

The class then 

transitioned to foods 

that come from trees, 

and then foods we 

will use for 

Thanksgiving. The 

class is making 

materials and props 

to use during their 

class feast taking 

place the two days 

before our break. 

 

 

We celebrated Young Reader’s Day on 

Tuesday, November 12th. All of our 

classes had “guest readers” that came 

in to share their favorite stories with us! 

 

The preschool years are a period 

of rapid language development, 

so now is a great time to add to 

your child's book collection with 

picture books, activity books, 

and bedtime books that 

introduce new words and cater 

to his interests. 

 

Picture Books: Tell Me a Story! 

She's ready to listen to simple 

stories with basic plots, but 

illustrations are still the main 

attraction for this age group. 

Look for bright, big pictures and 

be sure to talk about them as 

you read. 

Favorite Subjects 

Does your child have a case of 

the "whys”? It's important to 

take her questions seriously. 

And when you don't have an 

answer, there's likely a 

children's book that does. 

Rhyming Text 

Look for rhythmic and/or 

rhyming text that's fun to read 

aloud and relatively easy to 

memorize so that your child can 

join in when she's ready. 

Nursery rhymes and poetry 

collections are good places to 

start. 

Classic Tales 

There is a reason that the tales 

you grew up with are still 

around.  Classic stories 

introduce universal themes in 

the most comforting and 

creative ways. 


